Fr. Dehon and Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Fr. Dehon convinced that God’s love can have an impact on our lives and that his grace can affect and move us. This was the bedrock of his appreciation of the Sacred Heart devotion and its message “Behold this heart that has loved men so much”. His points of view about this devotion were influenced strongly by the Paray-le-Monial tradition. The Paray-le-Monial tradition, with its emphasis on reparation, stressed the return of love for love by various apostolic means and practices designed to spread this devotion and gain greater acceptance among a wider population. According to Fr. Dehon, there are three positive aspects of the Paray-le-Monial devotion to the Sacred Heart that he appreciated as his own: (1) the primacy of the love of God, (2) the meaning of the practice of reparation, and (3) the apostolic thrust of the devotion.
1. The Primacy of the love of God


The first truth that impressed Fr. Dehon in devotion to the Heart of Jesus was the fact that God is love and that God loves us. For Fr. Dehon the love of God was not abstract or theoretical, it was not impersonal benevolence or a Deistic Providence which governed the world by remote control. Rather, the love of God was passionate and personal and experiential, affecting both God and men. The love of God is the fundamental, primordial fact of life, and for anyone who becomes convinced of that, for anyone comes to know the love of God has for men, life itself is changed.

Fr. Dehon was someone who came to know and believe in the love that God has for us (1 John 4:16). He adopted the way of thinking which considered the whole of Christian teaching “under the aspect of love.” He saw Jesus as the living embodiment of the love of God and the Heart of Christ as its symbol. The physical heart is a symbol of the spiritual reality or inner essence of the person. In the case of Christ, his heart is the symbol of his love because the essence of Christ is total love for his Father and for humanity. Hence the object of this devotion is the person of Jesus Christ, but it specifies that his personal identity–that is, his thoughts, his desires, his affections, his joy, his sorrows, al that directs and animates his life, actions and being – is revealed as love.

By showing us his physical heart, which is the symbol of his personal identity and the sign of his infinite love, Christ invites us to consider his intentions, his affections and his sentiments. Thus by contemplating the mysteries of his heart, the cold and insensitive hearts of human beings will be touched and changed to become more like him. Fr. Dehon quotes Margaret Mary who wrote that the principal purpose of the devotion “is to convert souls to the love of this divine Heart and to make him the master and ruler of our heart, by returning love for love to him. This points us to the second aspect of Fr. Dehon’s appropriation of this devotion, namely, reparation, which consists in the transformation of our hearts by the loving touch of Christ’s heart.
2. The Meaning of the Practice of Reparation.

According to Fr. Dehon, this devotion begins with God’s love for us, revealed and symbolized in the Heart of Christ. In the image of the Heart of Jesus it found a God who was all love for us and whose burning desire was to be united with us in deep and transforming friendship. This was not, however, to be private affair of the heart. As the Heart of Christ symbolized the outpouring of his love for each of his lost sheep, it also inspired those it touched to participate in building the earthly city.  The people, who are touched by this love, will give in return to love God by allowing God changes their lives. This response to the love of God is called “Reparation”. 
Fr. Dehon, on his meditation, wrote that Our Lord does not ask us to make up for damage that sin does to divine justice or divine honor, but instead he asks “above all for a reparation of love,” that is, the return of love for love (OSp, III, 623). This is how Fr. Dehon understood reparation. Then, in SCJ Rule of Life (no. 23), the idea of Fr. Dehon about reparation is written: “this is how we understand reparation:

As a welcome to the Spirit (cf., 1 Thess. 4:8)


as a response to Christ’s love for us,


a communion in His love for the Father,


and a cooperation in His work of redemption in the midst of the world”.

3. The Apostolic Thrust of Devotion to the Sacred Heart.

According to Fr. Dehon the veneration of the Heart of Jesus is not a simple devotion but a veritable renewal of Christian life. Devotion to the Heart of Jesus should go far beyond an interior life of contemplation and the practices of personal piety. He wrote that “the Church must be able to demonstrate that she is not only able to prepare pious souls, but also to bring about the reign of the social justice for which people are eager”. (OS, III, 366)


The ideas that Fr. Dehon expressed obviously reflect the influence of Church tradition and papal teachings on social issues. But these ideas found their inspiration in the highly personal and original manner that Fr. Dehon appropriated the Paray-le-Monial devotion to the Sacred Heart which provided the motivation and the grounding for his social apostolate. He wrote: “It is necessary that the veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which began in the mystical life of souls, come down and enter into the social life of the world’s people. It will bring the supreme remedy to the cruelty of our moral world” (OS, I, 3). The origin and source of his social vision was the revelation of the Heart of Christ, symbol of divine love for us, which appeals for our response of love and promises to create within us a new heart more like his own.
